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The reason why most of us go fishing is to catch fish, the 

massively added bonus for WADAA members is they also get 

to do it in a fantastic environment. The Board of Directors at 

WADAA have been working hard to ensure that we get an 

appropriate spread of resources and expenditure between 

stock, venues and facilities. 

 

As part of it’s stock management (details of which were 

published to members over New Year), we have introduced a 

method which allows us to monitors stocks. Though 

applicable to both game and coarse fishing, it is of particular 

importance for trout fishing. 

 

The club’s single biggest expenditure (by far!) is on game fish. 

Getting the right number of fish in venues is critical to 

achieve: 

 

 Good sport 

 Healthy fish 

 Controllable predation 

 Good finances/lowest possible membership fees 

 



Too many or too few fish is detrimental to all of these key 

considerations. 

 

Previously, WADAA has deployed a ‘paper-based’ method of 

reporting catches on a number of it’s venues. Though 

providing some useful information, it was severely limited in 

it’s effectiveness: 

 

 Records were subject to poor weather 

 Data was impossible to consolidate without a huge 

amount of manual transacting (costly and error-ridden) 

 It wasn’t convenient for anglers who needed to make a 

‘quick exit’ 

 Not all venues have a suitable place to record catches 

 Some records were abused and vandalized 

 Records were hidden to members unless they were 

actually at the venue 

 

A combination of these things meant the accuracy was very 

poor and the data couldn’t be relied upon. 

 

As a result, we have devised a very simple system applicable 

to all venues and all disciplines. Members can record their 

catch return either at the time, or subsequently, via a scan of 

a QR code displayed at the venue exit points or by making an 

entry directly through the club website. 



 

 

Try scanning it from here – it works!! 



 

 

www.lakedistrictfishing.co.uk 

 

Either method allows anglers to input some critical 

information, venue, number caught, number taken etc using 

simply data entry and drop-down tables. 

 

The return is very quick to complete and submit and though 

may appear to be a little daunting for members to begin 

with, is actually very simple – try it!! 

http://www.lakedistrictfishing.co.uk/


 

 



Once a submission is made, the individual pieces of data from 

the different fields are consolidated into a big data table: 

 

 

 

There is now a huge advantage here for our members. We 

can churn the data and produce some information and make 

it available for viewing. This chart shows the number of 

anglers fishing each venue: 

 

 



This chart shows the rolling average catch returns for each 

venue 

(note the information current displayed is sample only). 

 

 

 

This information will be updated weekly and displayed on the 

club website for members to access. 

In addition to this, we combine the catch return information, 

particularly regarding the numbers of fish taken, with 

additional stock data: 

 

 Stocking dates and quantities 

 Estimations of predations 

 Estimations of deaths 

 Estimations of carry-over stocks 



 

From this we can track the number of fish in each venue: 

 

 

 

In doing so, we can much more effectively manage and 

control fish stocks to ensure that we are operating at an 

optimal level. 

 

The club is constantly looking for ways to progress and 

improve and conscious that most of it’s money comes from 

member subscriptions, get maximum return on every pound 

spent. 

 

 



This represents a huge step forwards for us in terms of stock 

management. However, it is completely reliant on anglers 

conscientiously and accurately completing the returns. We 

need you to: 

 

1. Complete a return every time you go fishing – a MUST 

2. Complete a return even if you catch no fish 

3. Complete the return accurately, filling in all the 

information fields 

4. Complete the return in a timely manner – preferably as 

you leave the venue, or at worst case, within a week of 

fishing 

 

For every return not completed, the information we (and 

you) are basing decisions on is less accurate. 

 

This is a major tool in helping the club offer the best, cost-

effective sport possible. 


