Fishery Plan
Capernwray
Background
In early 2021, WADAA took over the ownership of the Carnforth and District AA venue at Capernwray following a merger of the 2
organisations. Capernwray will be WADAA’s only owned water.
The lake, at about 1.5 acres was dug by CDAA around the year 2000 and has since been run as a game fishery. Following the
merger, WADAA plan to continue with the current use, increasing the club’s game offering and providing additional quality
angling. Of particular benefit to our anglers is the location in North Lancashire and this will be the club’s southern-most venue.

Shaped like an inverted key hole and
draining from the northern end into the
River Keer, depths vary from a couple of
feet, to around 8’ in the centre of the
main bowl.
The site is accessed through a locked gate
and has an area suitable for member
parking

Due to the generally flat and open topography, the venue lends itself to easy access fishing and will be developed accordingly.

Venue Opening and On-Going Arrangements
WADAA plan to carry-out work at the venue to improve the facilities and also enhance water quality and venue resilience. The
planned work is described in this pack.
Under more ‘normal’ circumstances, the club would have looked to have completed the work prior to opening in order to
minimise disturbance for members. However, the current Covid lockdown restrictions have severely limit access to venues for
those members living outside of Cumbria.
Given the venue location in Lancashire, we have decided to open up as soon as possible. As such, the venue will be available for
members to fish from Thursday 25th February 2021. The venue will be incorporated into the club’s new stocking plans and
stocking will occur spring to autumn.
This will have impacts however. Some work, where possible (and safe) will be carried out whilst the venue is open, so members
should anticipate minor disruption. Where heavier work is required, this will necessitate periodic closure and members will be
informed in advance.
Additionally, some of the equipment we will need is heavy plant and this will only be possible when the ground it dry and firm
and is therefore likely to take place during spring.

Development Plans
In order to incorporate the venue into the WADAA portfolio, work will be required in a number of areas.
Fencing
The venue is currently enclosed by a standard stock fence and the maintenance is the responsibility of the club. Of a basic design,
with galvanized mesh and timber posts, the current fence looks to date back to when the venue was dug. In generally decent
order, there are some areas which need immediate attention. Furthermore, the club should plan for a complete renewal, or
continued patch-maintenance within the next few years.

Parking
Parking is accessed of the main road through a locked
galvanized gate – this is in good condition. However the parking area itself
requires attention:
Currently, there is no hard standing and the area for parking is cambered. This area requires levelling and 100mm of stone laid
and compacted over a membrane as other WADAA venues, (it should be noted that this is likely to require planning permission).
Alternatively, it may be possible to add a plastic matting to give the ground increased stability.

Additionally, the parking area is quite narrow necessitating cars to complete a
tight turn to exit or reversing out onto the main road. This is neither safe nor
desirable. Adjacent to the car parking area is the outlet gulley leading
ultimately down the the River Keer.
There is some existing collapsing of this gulley, probably caused by a partial
collapse of the capping stone. Though some repair has been attempted
following an earlier flooding even, it is likely that further rectification work will
be necessary.

Whilst
completing this repair, the section of gulley adjacent to the
parking area could be modified with the insertion of a
underground pipe to carry the outlet. This would allow the gulley
to be ‘filled’ providing and extension and width to the parking
area.
This would give a parking area approximately 35m x 15m.

Toilet
There already exists on site a serviceable hut to facilitate catch returns, member information and shelter, though this may be
replaced at some point. Given the likely aim of this venue would be to enhance the club’s disabled and mobility impaired
offering, in alignment with the solution developed across a number of coarse venues, a disabled specification eco-loo will be
added.
The toilet would be constructed in the area adjacent to the existing hut

Bridge
Access to the northern shore of the venue requires crossing the outlet gulley. This is currently via a wooden walkway. This is in
very poor condition and will need to be replaced. A simple timber construction, with a span of around 3m would be adequate,
but must incorporate some form of handrail. Additionally, some further minor mesh work around the mouth of the outlet will be
required to prevent fish transit during high-flow events.

Paths
Given the venue’s flat topography and low-lying nature, and also the plan to accommodate mobility impaired anglers, some work
to create hard pathways is required. At various places around the lake, the ground is significantly soft.
The pathways are likely to take different forms. The construction of pathways could be phased over a number of years.
The immediate requirement would be to create a wheelchair suitable path from the car park, to access the hut and toilet and
proceed along the southern bank. This would best be created from a compacted stone laid over a membrane based. To prevent
slippage, this would best be timber edged.
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Scraping/Digging out
The venue tapers in depth towards the perimeter and also towards the outlet end, with the deepest area in the centre channel
of the main bowl.
To some degree the depth has reduced since construction due to silting, though areas of the clay substructure are clearly visible
on the lake bed.
In summer, the lake has moderate to severe Canadian Pond Weed growth. In order to increase depths to mitigate this growth, a
marginal strip around 10m wide will be scrapped. This will have a number of benefits:
• Remove legacy weed rooting systems
• Create additional depth to minimize future growth
• Provide aggregate to fill the gulley to extend the car park
This activity would be completed using a long reach excavator. The initial plan would be to complete the area along the southern
and western bank.

Seats
The venue currently has seats placed around the perimeter at intervals of about 20m. These are in a mixture of conditions. The
poorest should be replaced, copying the simple design of those at Farletonview.
Net dip
The venue should have a refuse bin style net dip – the same style as the club has deployed at other venues.

Signage
The venue will require a complete set of WADAA signs

