
WADAA Quarterly Update Spring 2022 

 

As usual, there is a tremendous amount going on in the club, all 

aimed at improving the quality of fishing and experience for our 

members and day ticket anglers. 

 

Winter is always a busy time; winter coarse stockings, major 

maintenance and projects and of course, membership renewals. 

 

This time round it has been especially busy with major developments 

across all aspects of the club. 

 

1. Membership Renewals, Website and MyWADAA 

 

WADAA has made significant investments in it’s website over the 

past 3 years. This enhances the service from the club and provides a 

rich source of information for anglers, 24/7. Over the past 12 months 

we have been making preparations to use the website to handle 

membership renewals (it was already being used for day ticket sales). 

This has included the installation of a new commercial platform 

called ‘Woo Commerce’. 

 

We have now successfully migrated the vast majority of anglers over 

to the new online solution. This brings with it many benefits: 

 It ensures that all the information we hold is accurate and up-

to-date and members can now simply update their information 

such as telephone numbers, email addresses etc on their own 



profile. During the migration process, we discovered hundreds 

of pieces of inaccurate data which meant members were 

missing out on critical updates. 

 It allows lots of new convenient functionality for members: 

o Catch returns 

o Gate codes 

o Electronic membership cards 

(and in the future we’ll be looking to add to this with features 

such as event bookings, tackle discounts etc). 

 Reduction in admin fees; postage, printing, paper and 

envelopes cost a huge amount of money added to the human 

effort in pulling everything together. Not only is the online 

format more convenient, it also means that club funds can be 

directed to other things such as fish stock, new venues and 

facility improvements. 

 

This was a major undertaking for the club – remember, with only 2 

part-time employees, we don’t have the resources of other 

businesses. Additionally, configuring the solution for the specific 

needs of a fishing club was complicated. Despite this, we’ve got 

virtually all of our 1300 members onto the new solution with only a 

few, relatively minor, teething issues. This puts us in a really good 

position moving forwards. 

 

Every member now has their own unique login to access data, 

configured to their own membership type: 

 

 



 

 

Catch return data is presented to members – a simple venue and 

date range selection brings up all the submitted information. This is 

one of the reasons why it is so important to complete a catch return 

– the data is only as good as the entries submitted by members. 

Entries can be submitted via the displayed QR codes at every site, or 

directly through the homepage on the website and takes only 30 

seconds. 

 



We still have a very small number of anglers (less than 2%) who don’t 

want to use the online membership solution and for these, we have 

offered a paper membership. The club does not now accept new 

applications for membership from non-email users. 

However, it must be remembered that it is the responsibility of the 

individual angler to know the rules. Any changes and updates will not 

be sent out by post. As in the law, ignorance is no excuse! 

 

To help, we have installed new information boards at all of the 

managed venues. These boards display club contact information and 

venue specific rule sets. 

 

 

 

 



2. Electronic Membership Cards 

 

All membership cards are now electronic and can be accessed via 

your ‘MyWADAA’ page. For the vast majority of anglers, this is both 

convenient and means they don’t have to pay for a replacement if 

they get lost. 

 

The club has no preference if the membership is presented 

electronically or in the form of a ‘’print-out’ when checked by a bailiff 

on the bank. 

With most already appearing to favour saving it on to their phones, 

here’s a quick tip for a simple way of accessing it. 

 

If you simply hold the confirmation email in your inbox, over the 

course of time, it will eventually work it’s way down the list and 

become very difficult to find. 

 

The easiest way is to store a screen shot of it in your photo ‘Gallery’ 

on your phone, keeping it in a dedicated folder for ease. 

To do this: 

 

1. Take a screen shot of the membership card with the photo: 

 

 



2. Create an album called ‘WADAA’ in your picture gallery 

 

 

 

3. Move you membership photo into the album. This can now be 

simply accessed by 2 clicks! 



4. Winter stocking 

 

The club has once again heavily invested in winter stocking for both 

game and coarse waters. 

 

Game 

 

As outlined in the previously shared ‘Stocking Strategy 2022’ (soon to 

be updated for 2023), the club made some majors changes to the 

way it manages stocks on game waters: 

 

1. Focus winter stocking on venues that can be protected from 

excessive predation from otters and cormorants 

2. Increase the size of fish stocked over winter – increase in a 

standard stocking average from 2.00lb to 2.25lb, and the 

addition of a new stock class of 4-5lb 

 

As a result, both the number of anglers winter fishing and the catch 

rates have increased markedly and the club will be continuing with 

this approach. 

 

 



 

 

Rules regarding take limits across the trout sub-species have been 

updated. This poster will help members with fish identification. 

 

 



Coarse 

 

The coarse waters have once again received a mixture of all fish 

varieties, with the Environment Agency providing a significant 

quantity, free of charge, from their fish farm in Calverton. 

 

 

 

 

5. Water Quality Management 

 

With the increasing impacts of climate change, changes in water 

chemistry due to the effects of run-off and the impacts of weed and 

algae growth, the club continues to invest heavily in methods to 

manage the impacts and the overall ecology in order to protect 

stocks.  



Potentially severe and catastrophic events can often be seen and 

addressed in advance, before the impact occurs if the data is 

available. In January, the club installed it’s first automated water 

quality meter.  

In previous years we have manually collected measurements 

(typically temperature and dissolved oxygen). This has a number of 

disadvantages: 

 

 Expensive – we have to pay for this activity in both time and 

travel 

 Restricted in timeframes – usually once per week 

 Subject to manual inaccuracies 

 

Working in partnership with Manchester University, in January the 

club installed it’s first automatic measuring station at Bigland Tarn. 

Operating 24/7, the data is gather via a probe suspended in the 

water and using a 2G data signal, transmits reading to a central data 

base. 

 

 



Embedded within in the solution are a set of control parameters. If 

readings exceed the limits, warning notifications are sent 

automatically to the club. 

 

 

 

6. New Venue 

 

This week the club has started work on a new venue which should be 

open by Easter. The 2 lake complex lies next to the Hall More 

Caravan Park owned by Pure Leisure, just off the A6 between 

Milnthorpe and Carnforth. 

 

 



The larger of the 2 lakes will be for game fishing and the smaller, 

coarse. 

 

 

 

Construction work is currently underway and the club anticipates the 

venue will have similar facilities to it’s other managed waters. 

 

Further information updates can be seen on the club Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 



7. Venue Updates 

 

A significant amount of maintenance work continues to be carried 

out at all venues. This was greatly increased as a result of Storm 

Arwen. With the exception of a small area at the back of Ghyll Head 

(which is outside of our control), the rectification work on all venues 

has been completed and all areas are open. 

 

 

 

 



Work has been completed to replace the rotted handrail on the 

middle entrance at High Newton. This damaged rail was reported by 

a member. It helps enormously if members report damage as they 

see it. We also understand that somethings accidentally are broken 

at venues. If this happens, please tell us about it. 

 

 

 

Toilet facilities that we have built at venues over the last 2 years 

have proven to be very popular. For some anglers with a medical 

condition, having these facilities is the difference between being able 

to go fishing and not. Without any running water, plumbing or 

sewerage systems at our venues, conventional toilets are not 

possible and therefore the club has taken existing eco-loo solutions 

and adapted them for fishing venues. 

 



The old open fronted signing-in hut at Farletonview has been 

converted to a toilet in-time for the venue opening this year. 

 

 

 

As our venues become busier, parking facilities become under 

pressure. The landlord at Bigland, John Blackett has recently made a 

large extension to the existing car park. This is great news, as the 

improvements at this venue have seen catch rates (and therefore 

angler visits) increase markedly. 

 

 



8. Plans for 2023 

 

Details regarding the 2022 update to the game stocking strategy will 

be released shortly – keep an eye out for it. 

 

A key focus for this year is continuing with the water quality 

improvements we have made across all of our venues. 

 

A large aeration project is planned for Bigland Tarn and this should 

be in-place for Spring. This will involve both surface agitators and 

sub-surface flow creators. Due to it’s relatively shallow depth, this 

venue is very susceptible to high water temperatures. Coupled with 

the water quality monitoring solution already in place, these 

enhancements will give us a much higher degree of resilience. 

 

Additionally, further improvements will be made to the existing 

monitoring and aeration solutions at our other venues too. 

 

Building on the massive facility improvements we have made in the 

last 3 years, the club now has a basis to run more events and 

activities.  

 

These start on February 14th with a casting and fly fishing coaching 

day at Capernwray Tarn. This is open to all members and instruction 

will be given by qualified angling coaches. Please get in-touch to 

book your places. 

 



More such events for both game and coarse fishing will be laid-on 

throughout the year. 

 

9. General 

 

GATES, GATES and GATES!! 

 
I make no apologies for laboring this point. It is ABSOLUTELY critical 

that members close and lock gates where they are present. This not 

only gives us protection against otter predation (and protect the fish 

stocks that YOU have paid for), it is also at the specific request of our 

landlords. 

 

The same is the instruction with venue access times.  

 

At Farletonview view, no anglers are allowed on site prior to 9am in 

November and February. This reverts to 8am in March. 

 

No access is allowed onto site at Bigland prior to 8am. 

 

We continue to have both gate and access rules broken and this 

causes massive problems for us. We have had to install CCTV at a 

number of venues. Any anglers breaking these rules puts their 

ongoing membership at risk. 

 



The club has received a number of comments recently regarding fish 

care. Whilst we don’t want to have to create rules, can anglers 

please refrain from laying fish which are going to be returned on the 

ground (even if it is grass). We all love a good photo, but please take 

pictures either in nets or with the protection of an unhooking mat. 

Mats need to be suitable for the fish caught; whereas a 25lb carp 

needs a big one, smaller, lightweight variants are available for lure or 

trout anglers. 

 

Throughout 2022 we’ll continue to work on our venues. This will 

facilitate a small number of work parties. It helps enormously if 

anglers volunteer to help when we ask. 

 

Dates for these and further information can be seen on the club’s 

very busy Facebook page. 

 

Please join this group – I promise you’ll find the information shared 

very helpful. 

 

Best of luck with your fishing in 2022 and let’s hope we get some 

improving (but not too hot!!) weather soon. 

 

Nick Butterfield 

Fishery Manager 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


